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Tabasaran language 


Tabasaran (also written Tabassaran) is a Northeast Caucasian 
language of the Lezgic branch. It is spoken by the Tabasaran 
people in the southern part of the Russian Republic of Dagestan. 
There are two main dialects: North (Khanag) and South 
Tabasaran. It has a literary language based on the Southern 
dialect, one of the official languages of Dagestan. 

Tabasaran is an ergative language. The verb system is relatively 
simple; verbs agree with the subject in number, person and (in 
North Tabasaran) class. North Tabasaran has two noun classes 
(also dubbed with the term "grammatical gender"), whereas 
Southern Tabasaran has none (i.e. one fewer than North 
Tabasaran, because no noun classes means that all nouns belong 
to the same class). 
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Geographical distribution 


Tabasaran 


Ta6acapaH ulan tabasaran gal 

Native to 

Russia 
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Native speakers 
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Tabasaran 

■ Tabasaran 
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Official language in 
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It is spoken in the basin of Upper Rubas-nir and Upper Chirakh-nir. 

Phonology 


Consonants 





















Consonant phonemes of Tabasaran^ 




Labial 

Dental 

Post-alveolar 

Velar 

Uvular 

Epiglottal 

Glottal 
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n 









voiced 
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dz 

dl 
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ts 
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Affricate 
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ejective 
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The post-alveolar sibilants may be whistled. 


Vowels 

Vowel sounds of Tabasaran are [i, y, £, se, a, u]. 

Writing system 


Tabasaran is written using Cyrillic . 





Letter 

IPA 

A a 

lal 

Ab ab 

Isel 

B 6 

Ibl 

B B 

M 

r r 

/g/ 

Tr rr 

¥ 

r-b rb 

ISI 

Tb rb 

Ihl 

AA 

161 

E e 

/£/, I\eI 

E e 

/jo/ 

>K >K 

/3/. /d 3/ 

>Kb >kb 

/ 3 w / 

33 

/z/, I6zl 

I/I m 

l\l 

V\ \A 

/j/ 

K K 

/k h / 

Kk kk 

/k:/ 

K"b KTd 

/q: h / 

Kb Kb 

/q'/ 

KI Kl 

/k'/ 

n n 

/I/ 

M M 

/m/ 

H H 

Ini 

O o 

lol 

n n 

/p h / 

nn nn 

/p:/ 

ni nl 

/p'/ 

pp 

Irl 

C c 

Isl 

Tt 

/t h / 

Tttt 

/t:/ 

TItI 

/t'/ 

yy 

/u/ 

Yb yb 

/y/ 



® cf> 

III 

Xx 

/hi 

X"b x"b 

/q h / 

Xb xb 

Ixl 

4g 

/ts h / 

Ug gg 

Its: h l 

mgi 

Its'/ 

H M 

/t/ h / 

Mb mb 

/tjwh/ 

Hm mm 

/tj: h / 

MI Ml 

Itf'l 

LU in 

/// 

LUb hjb 

/j-w/ 

14 Lg 

/£/ 

■b-b 

/?/ 

bl bi 

HI 

b b 


33 

Id 

K) K) 

lyl, /ju/ 

ttn 

leel, l\al 


Note: The letters indicated in orange are encountered only in loanwords from Russian. 

Grammar 


Tabasaran is very probably an active language of the fluid-S type. 

Tabasaran was listed in the Guinness Book of World Records as having the largest case system in the world, 
with 48. Hjelmslev (1935) claimed that Tabasaran had the 'empirical maximum' number of cases, with 52 
(though 2 occur only on adjectives). However, such claims are based on a sloppy analysis of 'case', and other 
languages such as Tsez would have even larger counts under such definitions. Comrie & Polinsky (1998) 
analyze the system as having 14 case morphemes (counting the absolutive with no suffix) in southern 
dialects (including the standard language) and 15 in northern dialects.^ These include 4 core/argument 
cases (absolutive, ergative, genitive -n and dative -z). The absolutive is the citation form. The ergative, 
which may be irregular but typically ends in -i, functions as the stem for all other cases. There are also 7 or 8 
locative case suffixes: -1 'in', -xy 'at', -h 'near / in front' (neutralized with 'at' in the south), -?in 'on' 
(horizontal), -k 'on' (vertical), -kk 'under', -q 'behind' and -ghy 'among'. The locative cases may take an 
additional suffix, allative -na or ablative -an, for 21 or 24 combinations. All of these, as well as the dative, 
can take a further suffix -di to mark the location as less specific, for 47 (southern) to 53 (northern) 
combinations of case suffixes. 


Samples 




Uwu aldakurawu. "YBy au/jaKypaBy." — "You are falling." 
Uzuz uwu kkunduzuz. "Y3y3 yBy KKyH,qy3y3." — "I love you." 
Uwu fudzuwa? "YBy (jtyxcyBa?" — "Who are you?" 

Fici wuna? "Ohljh ByHa?" — "How are you?" 

Zakur Tiirza. "3aKyp ruiopaa." — "I'll come tomorrow." 

Uzu kana qheza. "Y3y Karra x r b33a." — "I'll be back." 
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External links 


■ Tabasaran dictionary online from IDS (https://web.archive.Org/web/20100819194552/http://ling 
web.eva.mpg.de/ids/) (select simple or advanced browsing) 

■ Entry in the Red Book of the Peoples of the Russian Empire (http://www.eki.ee/books/redbook/t 
abasarans.shtml) 

■ Sample text (http://titus.fkidgl.uni-frankfurt.de/texte/caucasica/tabasar/raghnt.htm) 

■ Description at Languages of the World (http://languageserver.uni-graz.at/ls/desc?id=31&type= 

0 

■ Entry atjhe Rosetta Project (https://web.archive.Org/web/20070927193107/http://rosettaprojec 
t.org/archive/tab/view?searchterm=Tabassaran) 

■ Tabasaran basic lexicon at the Global Lexicostatistical Database (http://starling.hnet.ru/cgi-bin/r 
esponse.cgi?root=newl00&morpho=0&basename=newl00\ncc\lez&first=0) 


Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.Org/w/index.php?title=Tabasaran_language&oldid=964220649" 


This page was last edited on 24 June 2020, at 07:22 (UTC). 

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using 
this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia 
Foundation, Inc. , a non-profit organization. 






